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MY DEAK SIK,
In the autumn of the last year, on my way back from Newcastle, after the
meeting of the British Association, I passed through Chester; a city which, for
the antiquary, the archaeologist, and the architect, possesses peculiar charms;
and which I never visit without renewed interest. On this occasion however I
found Chester to be gradually changing its former character, in consequence of
the overpowering influence of the railroad system, which makes it the great
centre of the lines of communication in that district. At the station a very large
hotel had been erected; and that undertaking having proved successful has
probably led to similar speculations in the city itself. The principal hotel in the
main street has been taken down, and is now being rebuilt; and in the adjoining
street, Bridge Street, another large old inn, known as "The Feathers" (the
site of the remains I am about to describe), has been destroyed. Many new and
magnificent houses and shops are now occupying the places of the picturesque old
wooden buildings of earlier times; but I am glad to perceive that the peculiar
feature of Chester domestic architecture, the " Rows," is still retained; though
the ambulatories now constructed are much higher and lighter than the old
passages.
At the cathedral the structure itself still remains in a very sad state of
dilapidation; but this is not because a great deal of repair has not been already
effected, for the exquisite restoration of " the Lady Chapel," at an expense of
9,000Z., is beyond all praise.
As I wandered along the Hows I observed a photograph in one of the shop
windows, representing the foundation of a large Roman bath or chamber, in
general character precisely similar to the remains recently discovered at "Wroxeters
and so constantly occurring elsewhere in Britain, but much more frequently
under tessellated pavements in Italy. In a paper in the thirty-sixth volume of
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the Archaeologia, on tlie pavement discovered at the Excise Office, I have described
this kind of foundation; and I have also in another place explained the nature of
these supports for such weighty floors. Here, therefore, I need only repeat,
that sometimes the floors were laid upon the solid earth, as in the case of the
pavement at Broad Street, and sometimes, as at Wroxeter and in this instance at
Chester, on the tops of small pillars called piles. In this example, as in many
others, the low columns supporting the floor were supposed to have belonged
to a hypocaust, understanding that word in the sense of a heated chamber;
but I believe they were often really nothing more than a most efficacious
means of securing the floor from the damps of the earth beneath,—a difficulty
which is constantly occurring in the basements of our own houses.
The interesting photographic view which I referred to led me to inquire
further, and I learned that the remains had been discovered on the site of the late
Feathers Hotel, in digging the foundations for a new edifice. The architect
under whose care these works are proceeding was not then in Chester; but,
having obtained a sufficient introduction, I visited the spot; and, though the
tessellated pavement and its low columns were nearly all destroyed, I was
agreeably surprised and pleased to find the remains of a Roman portico, or even
of a small temple, still standing in situ. Long as I have been an inquirer into
the works of the Romans in Britain, I had never before seen any reliques so in-
teresting as these; for it is a singular fact that very few vestiges have been
found of Roman columnar decorated architecture. Pavements, walls, remains
of baths and villas, sculptures, inscriptions, and smaller antiquities are frequently
discovered, and in sufficient numbers to fill museums; but I am not aware
of any Roman works of this class, excepting perhaps the remarkable conical
building which once stood on the banks of the Carron, near Alloa, in Scotland,*
and the magnificent remains of the Temple of the Sun or of Apollo at Bath.b
London, as I have frequently stated, has never to my knowledge produced any
such architectural reliques.
a
 This edifice was familiarly known by the name of " Arthur's Oon," or oven, or hoffen, as Stukeley
expresses the word. It was of a circular form, very much resembling a common bee-hive, and it measured
about thirty-nine yards in circumference at the base. It was destroyed in the summer of the year 1743,
by the proprietor, Sir Michael Bruce, in order that the stones might be employed in constructing a dam on
the Carron, which was soon after carried away by the river. The best and most intelligent account of this
structure is contained in Mr. Eobert Stuart's " Caledonia Romana," published in 1845, plate v. and
pages 180-182.
b
 The earliest account of the temple found at Bath was printed by Governor Thomas Pownall, F.S.A.
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Bridge Street in Chester, the locality where these remains were discovered,
almost precisely corresponds in its direction and importance as a great and ancient
highway with the old Fish Street Hill and lower end of Gracechurch Street in
the city of London, since it leads from the Bridge Gate, like a main artery,
northward through the city. On the eastern side of the street, something
more than a quarter of a mile from the river, stood the old h6stel or inn called
" The Feathers," under a part of How's Row and opposite to Pierpoint Lane.
Beneath these premises, and exactly parallel with the present street, the Roman
ruins were discovered, in the afternoon of Monday, June 22nd, 1863, in
removing the foundations of the old hotel; and they evidently constituted two
distinct portions of the same edifice.
On the eastern side was a space about twenty-three feet square, containing
between sixty and seventy pillars, thirty-two inches high, of a quadrangular form,
with caps of twelve inches : the columns being set at the respective distances of
thirteen inches, and six and a half inches, apart from each other. It was supposed
in Chester that this chamber must have been the hypocaust of a bath; but
the character and number of the small columns, and the absence of flue
tiles, which are especially proper to a hypocaust, appear to me to prove that it
really was a space artificially contrived below the floor of an apartment or division
of a building, the intention of which I have already explained. I am inclined
also to think it very likely that, although the existence of these remains seems to
have been forgotten, they are none other than those described and figured by
Messrs. Daniel and Samuel Lysons in 1810,a and likewise noticed by Horsley,
Pennant, and Gough many years before.
About a fortnight after the first discovery, on excavating to the north of the
hypocaust, so called, the workmen came upon the base of a circular Roman pillar,
and entitled " Descriptions and Explanations of some Koman Antiquities found at Bath in the year
M.DCC.XC. Bath, 1795." 4to. It contains a good engraving of the sculptures and inscription ; but in
Carter's " Ancient Architecture of England," 1795, fol. plates vn.-x. are entirely composed of large
effective etchings of all the remains. The most complete account, however, as well as the best representa-
tions of them will be found in Mr. Samuel Lysons's "Reliquiae Britannico-Romanae," vol. i. part ii.
1813, Imperial folio. It comprises twelve coloured engravings by W. Daniell, from drawings made about
1802, by the eminent architect, Sir Robert Smirke.
a
 These remains have now been represented with accuracy and artistic excellence in the local photo-
graph referred to above. The hypocaust chambers at Uriconium (Wroxeter) are unquestionably much
finer than those at Chester, but they do not comprise auy such architectural reliques as those which
are subsequently described in this paper.
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twenty-seven and a quarter inches in diameter across the top, and four feet eight
inches high, resting on a square block of red sandstone, standing on the native
rock. At the distance of five feet nine inches the base of a second column was
found of similar mouldings and proportions; and subsequently a third and a
fourth; between the last of which are the remains of a Roman well, fourteen feet
deep, cut in the solid rock. In front of these bases, at a distance of thirty-nine
and a half feet, there have been discovered those of six other columns, with the
vacancy once occupied by the seventh: an arrangement which gives the
appearance of a small temple, as will be perceived by a reference to the plan
of the remains. The space inclosed by the two lines of columns is a parallelogram,
which under ordinary circumstances would have been the cella of the temple, but
it would be an exceedingly small one, and probably was only a covered portico
containing a statue. The whole of this part of the building might, therefore, have
constituted a four-columned Corinthian portico, about the size of the liaison
Carre at Nismes. On July the 16th a specimen of the capitals of these columns
was found in the debris, which exhibits a good arrangement of acanthus leaves ;
but their bases consist mainly of plain bands like the mouldings found on those
of the Temple of Apollo, discovered at Bath in the summer of 1790. Both of
these examples shew the rudeness and late age of the edifices in which they
appear; or, possibly, the inferiority of the artificers by whom they were con-
structed, since it is not at all probable that the best workmen in any art were
ever transported from Rome to Britain.
Since it may be considered that the subject of this paper belongs to a pro-
fessional local antiquary rather than to a stranger, I ought, in self-defence, to
mention, that my motive for thus producing it is that no such accurate local
survey appears to have been made. The Chester Journals repeatedly suggested
and recommended that the remains should have an existence on paper, and be
carefully measured, as the new structure then gradually rising would efface the
Roman work in the course of a few weeks. All traces of this ancient edifice
would thus be entirely lost, until similar circumstances of excavation might
lead to another discovery of that which was really already matter of antiquarian
history.
That such a result is not at all improbable may be proved by the description
and survey of the remains of the supposed Roman bath existing under " The
Feathers " Hotel, published by Messrs. D. and S. Lysons in 1810, which are very
likely to be those forming the first portion of the present discovery. " Some of
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those remains (says this account), which were noticed a century ago, are still in
existence, consisting of a hypocaust, fifteen feet long and eight feet wide, with an
adjoining chamber, or prcefurnium, of the same dimensions: they are situated
at the back of a smith's shop, under The Feathers Inn in Bridge Street. This
hypocaust is supported by twenty-eight pillars of stone, two feet eight inches high,
and one foot square at the top and bottom. Over these pillars are placed bricks,
eighteen inches square and three inches thick, which support others two feet square,
perforated with small holes, set about six inches asunder. Immediately over this
upper layer of bricks is a terrace floor composed of several layers of lime, pounded
bricks, &c. in different degrees of fineness.""
These works are also described by Pennant and Gough; but the old reference
noticed by Messrs. Lysons appears to be to the passage inserted in Horsley's
"Britannia Romana," published in 1732. " I n Bridge Street on the south side,
under ' The Feathers' stairs, adjoining to a cellar on the east, is a low room, the
figure of which is a regular oblong. The roof is flat, and supported by several
small pillars of stone about two feet high. Over each pillar is a Roman tile,
nearly two feet square, and about three inches thick. Each of these tiles has a
small hole or holes through it, about six inches distant from one another. The
outer side of the tiles and holes is black, as if smoked. The floor is of rough
stone and cement."
This room or furnace is still existing in the city, and is exhibited to visitors at
sixpence each, under the title of " that ancient relique of the Romans the Bath
and Hypocaust, pronounced by all antiquarians to be the greatest curiosity in
Chester." I t is now under a house adjoining to " The Feathers;" and my own
impression is that it was part of the furnaces of the baths adjoining; but at pre-
sent, as it is half filled with water from natural infiltration, it has very much the
look of a small cold bath.
I trust that the plans, section drawings, and this short description, will make
the nature of these remains quite intelligible. "With respect to the period at
which they were erected my own opinion is that they were built about a century
before the Romans left Britain. The Chester journals mention coins of Claudius
Gothicus, Constantinus II., and Constans, having been found in the excavations;
but I could not discover in whose possession they now remain.
In a former part of this letter I have referred to a very elaborate account of
a
 Magna Britannia, vol. ii. part ii.; County Palatine of Chester, pp. 428, 431; Horsley, Britannia
Bomana, p. 318.
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the remains found at Bath in the very splendid work originally produced by Mr.
Samuel Lysons in 1802, which subsequently formed the second part of his " Reli-
quiae Britannico-Romanae." The drawings for this beautiful publication were
made by my excellent old friend Sir Robert Smirke; and, like everything which
he executed, are models of taste and accuracy. The reliques themselves are pre-
served with great care in the museum at Bath, where I have often admired them;
and therefore I could not but be struck with the very remarkable similarity and
general agreement between them and some of the remains recently discovered at
Chester; I have no doubt that they are all of the same age. As Mr. Lysons has
given a restoration of the facade of the temple at Bath, and of the order and
entablature used in the architecture : in plate XVI. I have attempted to effect a
similar composition out of the imperfect remains found at Chester. But he had
an authority for the entablature upon the columns, which I • had not; though
I had a much larger quantity of the buildings themselves.
The columns in the Bath temple were two feet four inches in diameter, and
were fluted; and the capitals and entablature were also highly decorated. At
Chester the columns differ but little in diameter or height; but they are not
fluted, nor are the capitals so much ornamented. Prom those columns which
still remain in situ in the example at Chester, there is not the least difficulty in
restoring the plan of the temple. It had, no doubt, a statue in the middle of it,
as in the edifice at Bath, where also a beautiful fragment was found of part of a
bronze head of Apollo with thin gold plating; and I hope that even yet some
similar reliques may be discovered at Chester.
I ought to state in defence of the plan which I have now laid before this
Society, that, in the restoration proposed, there is but very little which can be
attributed to fancy. The screen of columns fronting the street, as shown in the
plan, is imaginary, but the foundation wall of it is really there. The appropriation of
the apartments is also conjectural, but it is, nevertheless, reasonable, and consistent
with ancient authorities. My opinion is, that fronting the great highway leading
to the bridge, the temple and baths stood as they are here arranged; but whether
I am right or wrong in respect of this restoration, it is indisputable that the
remains at Chester are some of the most remarkable monuments of Roman art
now to be found in Britain; though it is feared that, from the exigencies of the
case, they have been by this time all taken away.
By the considerate favour of the Marquis of Westminster, to whom the ground
belongs on which this building stood, and also by the meritorious exertions of Mr.
Hodgkinson, his architect, the best of the remains have been carefully removed
VoiU..n.X\i.p 290.
S U G G E S T E D P L A N
OFTHE PROBABLE STATEOFTHE ROMAN TEMPLE AND BATHS
CHESTER.
WITH A COMPARISON O F T H E COLUMNS AND ENTABLATURE FOUND IN A S IM ILAR STRUCTURE AT B A T H .
UOOESTED ELEVATION OF TEMPLE.
C H E S T E R
RESTORED COLUMN AND ENTABLATURE
C H E S T E R
SUGGESTED ELEVATION OFTEMPLE.
B A T H .
RESTORED COLUMN AND ENTABLATURE
B A T H
W TITE, Di REX1T. R .BRASS, DEL.
discovered in Chester. 291
to the museum at Chester. To that gentleman, and also to the editors of the
Chester journals, I am glad to record my thanks for the information which they
so readily afforded me. Mr. Hodgkinson likewise most obligingly re-surveyed
the whole site, and gave me many important particulars, sections, &c. by which
I perfected the survey made by my able assistant Mr. R. Brass. I am further
indebted for some curious photographs to Mr. Peacock, a local antiquary of the
city, and to Mr. Hodgkinson.
It is a constant tradition in the ancient history of Chester, that it contained
below the surface many vast works of a very early period, which had become
subterranean only because mediaeval buildings and causeways had been from
time to time constructed over them. The same observation is of course true in
some degree of the other cities and towns of Britain which were ever occupied
by the Romans; but the very names of Chester, in the form in which that
nation expressed and understood them, implied a camp, a legionary station—in-
valuable as it regarded the reduction of Ireland—and a city and a castle united"—
" Cestria de Castris nomen quasi Castria sumpsit."
As if that Chester took a name,
Which Town and Castle made the same.
a
 Dr. Stukeley in his Itinerary, vol. i. p. 59, ii. p. 30, indicates Chester by the name of Deva, placed in
the margin of his text, which is a Komanised form of the British Dyffyr-Dwy, or the Water of Dee. As
this river rises from two springs in Wales, the last word has been understood to signify two ; " but," says
Camden, as translated by Philemon Holland, "others, also observing the signification of the word, interpret
it as Mack-water: others againe as the Water of God, and Divine Water. But, although Ausonius noteth
that a spring hallowed to the gods -was called Diuvona in the ancient Gaules tongue, which was all one
with the British; and in old time all rivers were reputed Awn-ere'is, that is, descending from Heaven; yea,
and our Britons also yielded divine honour unto rivers, as Gildas writeth;—yet I see not why they should
attribute divine honour to this river Dwy above all others. Unlesse, peradventure, because it now and
then changed the channel, and thereby foreshowed a sure token of victory to the inhabitants upon it, when
they were in hostility one with another, according as it inclined more to this side or that after it had left
the channel: for thus hath Giraldus Cambrensis recorded, who in some sort believed it."
Selden, however, in one of his notes to. the Eleventh Song of Drayton's Polyolbion, observes that
Chester is " at this day in British called Caer Lhean or Dour Dioy, i. e. the City of Legions on the river
Dee. Some vulgar antiquaries," he continues, " have referred the name of Leon to a giant, builder of it;
I nor they know who he was, or when he lived; but indeed they ridiculously took Leon Daw for King
Leon the great." The sanctity of the Dee is repeatedly referred to by Drayton; Spenser makes it the
haunt of magicians; and Milton laments that when Lycidas was lost the water-nymphs were not " where
Deva spreads her wisard-stream." As Deva is intended to be the name of a female river-divinity, the
prefix wisard must be carefully understood in the sense of a diviner, as Wharton explains it from Comus.
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All the other designations by which this place is known in remote history,
Leon Gaur, Caer Leon, Lhean ar Dour Dwy, or Lege Gastria, indicate that it was
the permanent residence of a great military force "for the Romaus," as Daniel
King expresses himself, " to keep the keys, as I may say, of Ireland, and preserve
the limits of their empire." As this policy required the maintenance of a large
standing army in Chester," which never could be always employed in hostile or
military operations, the strength of it must often have been directed to the con-
struction of those great works of architecture and civil-engineering, large remains
of which appear to have been visible in the city down to the fourteenth century,
if not to a much later period. The curious mediaeval chronicles by which the
history of Chester has been so remarkably perpetuated contain many notices of
these buildings, which the authors seem to have seen and known, even though
they frequently took their thoughts and words from each other. One of them,
called Roger of Chester, says, "When I behold the ground-work of buildings
in the streets laid with strong huge stones, it seemeth that it has been founded
by the painful labours of the Romans, or of giants, rather than by the industry
of Britons." In this very natural observation seems to be contained the germ
of the tradition that Chester was really founded by—
Le'on Gauer, a mighty strong Giaunte,
Which builded caves and dungeons many an one.
But when Dr. Ormerod produced his excellent History of the County Palatine
(upwards of forty years since), he says, " There are now no vaults known to be in
existence of the kind described in the Polychronicon. Under some of the rows is
a series of vaults, probably once used as storehouses for mercantile purposes;
but none of these appear to be older than the fifteenth century."
It is quite possible that in many unknown places, and at unknown depths, in
such cities and towns of England as were once occupied by the Romans, there
may yet exist some great remains of large edifices, over which mediaeval struc-
tures have been erected. Of their existence, however, and of the time when they
were covered over, we know nothing ; but perhaps a plausible conjecture may be
offered concerning the date when the Roman remains discovered at Chester first
disappeared.
8
 The Legion stationed at Deva, or Chester, was the twentieth, known by the name of Valeria Victrix;
and from the very great importance of the post, and the constant service required, it could not have con-
tained less than the largest number of soldiers; ten cohorts, or perhaps 5,000 men. It was one of the
nineteen legions which Dion Cassius mentions to have been raised by Augustus.
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In A.D. 1335, Edward of Woodstock, Prince of Wales, the famous Black
Prince, was created the first permanent royal Earl of Chester; and, after the
battle of Crescy in 1346, he assumed the well-known device so frequently re-
peated on the sides of his monument at Canterbury, of an escutcheon sable,
charged with three ostrich feathers argent, quilled and set in sockets or; each
enfiled with a scroll inscribed tci) fttPtie. Some such device was in all probability
the sign of the ancient hostel erected over the Roman-work at Chester; and
it shows both the reason why the house was known as "The Feathers," and
the particular period when the more ancient remains were built upon. Prince
Edward had already merited the gratitude of the citizens of Chester by having
confirmed to them their former charters and liberties in another grant, dated
March 9th 1341, the 15th year of Edward III., in which the boundaries of the
city are all expressed by name.
I am, my dear Sir,
Tours very sincerely,
WILLIAM TITE.
NOTE.—In the course of the winter of the year in which this letter was read
at the Society of Antiquaries, I received an intimation from Chester that Dr.
Brushfield, a local antiquary, would read a paper on these remains; he did so
in two lectures given at meetings of the Chester Archaeological Society in 1864.
He has also published in the Journal of the Archaeological Association for
December 1866 an elaborate plan of the ruins, and some particulars of anti-
quities found in Chester, and also in connection with these remains.
This plan is incorrect in one particular; but, if I had known that Dr. Brush-
field and the local antiquaries were taking so much pains, I might have been
spared much of the labour referred to in this communication; but all I could
learn locally is explained in my letter. So far as I can make out, Dr. Brushfield
thinks these remains were those of the Prsetorium of Roman Chester. In the last
paper referred to, and which I now take the liberty of quoting, he however-
speaks of a very curious fragment of an inscription or " inscribed slab," of which
I wras not informed, in Chester. Dr. Brushfield refers to it as follows :—
" Inscribed slab.—The last archaeological specimen from Chester is, perhaps,
the most interesting one. It is a portion of a large incised slab, and was found
lying adjacent to the external wall of the Roman apartments uncovered in Bridge
Street. It was being carted away amongst some rubbish, but was fortunately
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recognised by Mr. John Peacock, who at once obtained possession of it. It is of
a square oblong form, measuring 18 inches long, 8^ inches in its widest breadth,
and 2 inches thick ; and is in two portions, which fit each other accurately. Its
posterior surface is rough, and portions of concrete still adhere to i t ; whilst its
anterior is highly polished, and, when wetted, reveals the characteristic structure
of Purbeck marble. It contains the remnants of two lines of an inscription, the
upper consisting of portions of the letters o G and perhaps A ; whilst the lower
contains the letters DOM, with a point before the D. All of these are well cut,
are remarkably sharp, and bear full evidence of having been painted red.
Between the lines on the left side is the mark of a blunt weapon, with a crack
proceeding from it.
" The few remaining characters of the inscription afford us no clue either to
their meaning or to the probable contents of the rest of the slab. The DOM. of
the lower row may possibly have been a proper name ; but, as inscriptions fre-
quently contain the words domus and dominus, it would be idle to attempt any
explanation. Taking, however, all circumstances into consideration, viz. the
large size of the Roman building on the site of which it was found ; the evident
care displayed in selecting a durable material, and in subsequently giving its
surface such a high polish ; the unusual size of the letters, and their colouring ;
and the large size of the original slab; we have sufficient data for offering the
conjecture that it formed a portion of a dedicatory inscription on the erection or
restoration of the building."
